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RDEREDI1Þy che Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament Aſſembled, That 
the Thanks of this Houſe be, and are hereby 
given to the Lord Biſho yl St. Aſaph, for the 
Sermon by him before this Houſe 
Yeſterday in the Abbe Church V afiminſter; and 
be is hereby deſired to cauſe the ſame to TROP 
and publiſhed. | 


Aſbley are, Cler Wa . 


Brain cally. 15. 


H appy is | that people, that it in ſuch a 
' Caſe: yea, happy is that people N 
God: is the Lord. 


| HE happineſs mentioned here, refers 

5 to the bleſſings of Peace, which the 

| holy Pſalmiſt you for in the foregoing 

verſes. This happineſs, which was the 

object of his prayers, is now the ſubject of our 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving. We are here called to- 
gether by Publick Authority, to return Thanks to 
Almighty God for the bleflings of a juſt and 
honourable Peace, which his gracious Providence 
hath vouchſafed unto theſe kingdoms, after our 
having ſuffered for ſome years the dangers and 


miſeries of a bloody and ”— War. 


However neceſſary War may be for preſerving 
the rights of a ſociety unjuſtly attacked or in- 
ſulted; yet it is always in its progreſs attended 
with publick danger, and in its effects productive 
of great and extenſive miſeries. Peace is at any 
time a bleſſing to any nation: and ſurely, if we 
ſeriouſly and impartially review the ſtate of theſe 


kingdom, we have ſufficient reaſon to rejoice, pr, cxxyi. 


that 


A SERMON PREAcEHED 


that the Lord hath now done theſe great things for 
75, It behoves us to reflect upon what we have 
ſeen and experienced, what we have ſuffered 
and what we have eſcaped ; it behoves us to con- 
| ſider the temper, the manners, the circumſtances, 
the connexions, the internal and external ſtate 
and condition of this nation, that we may have 
a due ſenſe of the greatneſs and the ſeaſonableneſs 
of the mercies . which we have received. We 
need not indeed turn this day of Thankſgiving 
into a day of mourning, by entering into a par- 
ticular deſcription of the various miſeries and 
dangers of War : theſe are too freſh in every one's 
memory. - We have not, I hope, ſo ſoon forgot 
the loſs of ſo many gallant lives, which however 
freely and bravely devoted for the ſervice of their 
Country, yet muſt always claim, at leaſt, the 
ſighs and tears of their fellow-chriſtians and fel- 
low-ſubje&ts. The anyuiſh and ſorrow of the 
nt, the friend, the widow and the orphan are 
rdly wiped away: the ruinous and inevitable 
conſequences of war are ſtill deeply imprinted in 
every conſiderate mind: and the deplorable effects 
of it are eaſily traced in every ſtation and rank of 
life, in every branch of buſineſs, in every publick 
and private concern throughout theſe kingdoms. 
We need not point out the alarms and diſtreſſes of 
war, peculiar to this nation; the evident aſ- 
ſiſtance, direction and encouragement, which civil 
troubles receive from a foreign war; the imminent 
danger continually hanging over our Commerce, 
our Laws, our Liberties and our Religion: late 
experience hath made us ſufficiently ſenſible, 2 
other 
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other nations at war may leſſen their territories, 

but we, whenever engaged in war, ſe to the 
chance of it all that we ought 0: — moſt 
dear as Men and Chriſtians. We need not enter 
further into this melancholy ſubject: every wiſe 
and every good man will, of courſe, conſult his own 
breaſt, and recollect what has-paſs'd there during 
the changes and chances of this late War; what 
he has thought and what he has felt, when his 
retired hours have awakened reflection, and 
warmed him with a juſt zeal for the Publick 
Welfare, for Pure Religion and Free Govern- 


ment. 


Me may now look forward to the more pleaſing 
part of the proſpect, for Peace is returning: and 
may Peace bring with it a train of ſocial bleſſings 
true piety and unfeigned virtue; frugality, induſtry, 
fidelity and probity; laſting proſperity and univer- 
ſal plenty; uninterrupted quiet, union, comfort 
and joy | Happy is that people that is in ſuch a caſe; 
yea, happy is that people, whoſe God is the Lord. 


Peace is now vouchſafed unto us by the Author 


of every good and every perfect gift : it lies upon Jam. i. 17, 


us ſo to: ſecure it by the practice of virtue, that 


He may ſtill be our God, and we may ſtill be bis Ezel.xiv.11, 
people. I. becometh well the juſt to be thankful : pf. ii. 1. 


but what do our thanks profit the Almighty ? The 
beſt, the only way to thank God is to obey his 
laws: and he has graciouſly fo ordered it in the 


conſtitution | of things, that by thus ſeeking his Joh. vii, 18. 


glory, we naturally and directly purſue the moſt 


effec- 


IC. lvii. 15. 


If. xxvi. 10. 
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effectual means to continue, to eſtabliſh, to 

uate thoſe . bleſſings, which he hath already 

ſtowed upon us. 

3110 1 199! $ $8.5 

We are not called er herd del to ex- 
preſs our joy; but to raiſe our thoughts to a ſe- 
rious ſenſe of Him, whoſe Providence muſt al- 
ways diſpoſe and controul all tranſactions and 
events in his own world: to look up to the Au- 
thor, the Preſerver, the Protector, of all ſociety; 
the high and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, 
whoſe name is Holy. We muſt conſider even 0 
mercies of his Providence, as the trials of our 
virtue: for whatever opportunity of being hap y 
the Supreme Governour of the Univerſe vouc 
ſafes : to any people; it becomes a bleſſing or 4 
curſe''to them according to their 'own conduct. 
Let favour be ſhewed to the wicked, yet will he not 
learn righteouſneſs, nor behold the majeſty of the 
Lord. Peace itſelf, by it's very calmneſs and ſecu- 
rity, may become the rankeſt ſource' of vice, li- 


centiouſneſs and corruption, conſequently of 


inevitable miſery and univerſal confuſion, if we 


forget our God and abandon our virtue. A na- 
tion therefore will not appear, even to human 
liey, to be really and truly ſecure in it's — 


In lity, by being freed from the preſent alarms of 


Tx a9 


War: except the people cultivate thoſe principles, 


which are the natural preſervatives of peace; and 
check thoſe paſſions, which are as likely to revive 
war, as the ambition of their enemies. The 


nature indeed of human affairs is ſuch, that a 


n n is not to be expected among 


men, 
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men, yet certainly ſome methods of policy are 
better fitted to maintain the publick tranquillity 
than others: and if there are thoſe principles, 
Which not only give us virtue to obſerve our 

Laws in times #4 peace, but inſpire us likewiſe: 
with coutage to defend our Liberties, whenever 


our enemies make themſelves again ready to battel : Pl. cxx. 6. 


theſe Keel 11 inciples are directly Zalculated to eſta-. 
det e e and glory « of this 
nation I 1 


185 Senſe of Order bak a Senſe of Religion ate 
theſe natural preſervatives of Peace. The publick 
happineſs cannot ſubſiſt without a due Senſe of 
Order; nor can this Senſe of Order be firmly. 
ſettled in the minds of men, and have a ſufficient 
influence on their conduct, without a juſt Senſe of 
Religion. This conſequence follows from the na- 
tural conſtitution of things by the wiſe and juſt 
appointment of Providence; and the experience 
of all ages and of all people affords this conſtant 
leſſon to every community and every individual: 


that the work of righteouſneſs only ſhall be Peace, Il. w. 17, 


and the effect of righteouſneſs only quietneſs and af- 
ſurance for ever. — We ſhall not then improperly 
fulfil the preſent duty of this day, if we conſider; 
in general, the neceſſity of cultivating a Senſe of 
Order and a Senſe of an 1 anne 
the Peace of any nation. _ 


We may be convinced of the: deen of AY 
ny a Senſe of Order towards eſtabliſhing the 
Publick Peace; if we ay" the effects o the 


cOn- 


10. 
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contrary temper and difpofition, wherever it 
vails. A Senſe of Order is not only eſſenti | 
the tranquillity, but to the very being of any — 
It is the great foundation of mutual truſt, con- 
fidence and ſecurity; the firmeſt tye and ſupport 
of all en e When that is wholly loſt, ſociety” 
muſt neceſſarily be diſſolved : however there m 
be ſteps towards this univerſal failure, which 
gradually and Ry undermine public diſci- 
pline and g Wr eee — When we ſee an 
. to the obſervance of laws, and a reſtleſs 
diligence to evade them; a want of reverence to 


magiſtrates and 3 a diſreſpect to ſtations, 
offices, ranks and orders 1 a contempt 
of 'the experience of the wiſer ſort, 3 inte- 


ity- of the better ſort of men grow upon the 
minds of the generality, and appear through all 
their actions: when we perceive the obligation 
of ſocial duties daily more and more neglected ; 
che different relations and tyes of life diſregarded; 


an abſolute ir in publick and private 


conduct affected and encouraged ; a general: for- 


_ wardneſs, ſelf-ſufficiency, preſumption' and li- 


centiouſneſs cultivated, commended and propaga- 
ted through the different degrees of the people: 
theſe are — fatal to the tranquillity and 
proſperity of any country. Let not this diſregard 
to Order be imputed to the ſober genuine princi- 
ples of true Liberty, for it is the moſt flagrant re- 
proach and abuſe of it; and muſt inevitably end 
m the loſs of that glorious pr iviledge, whoſe form 
it pretends to wear. It is 1 efore worth out 
ntention 70 look more narrowly into fo: danges 


4: rous 
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rous an evil, which comes under fo ff pecious an 


appearance. — We may trace the progreſs of this 
evil through the ſucceſſive periods of human life: 


the ſeeds of diſorder are too > el early ſown in 


innocent and unprejudiced minds, by the vitious- k 
neſs, the neglect, the weakneſs, or the pride of 
parents: much perverſe care is ſometimes taken 


to ſtifle the natural inclinations for truth, to cor- 
rupt the firſt dawnings of the moral qualities, to 
intail vanity, inſolence, and intemperance upon 
their unhappy poſterity. How difficult is it the 
for a Senſe of Order to have its due Influence, 
when diffolnte opinions and habitual vices have 
already gained poſſeſſion of the heart, by the 
ſhameful induſtry of a profligate parent? The ap- 
petites naturally gather Rtrength' through every 
ſtage of a vitious education: and upon this 
foundation, he; who with /timely and faithful 
care might have proved 4 blefling to his fa- 
ks friends 'and his country, enters into life, 
with his vices full blown, Priding himſelf in 


them, fond to improve in chem, and to be 


eſteemed for them: new deſires, powerful 
and craving, daily ſpring up in his mind, 
as he comes forward into action: his paſſions 
head-ſtrong and violent, level and confound all 
things that oppoſe their courſe: his ambition, 
reſtleſs, haughty | and preſumptuous, purſues its 
views by all the open abuſe of power, and all the 
Hidden methods of fraud and diſſimulation ; not 


41 


to be withſtood or controuled 'by any reſtraints 1 * 


or © oþl1 igations of -decency; or order, or virtue. 


When bf ſenſe of ſubordination'is thus ſeorned or 
B 2 neglected ; 


Wiſd. ii. 11. 


Pſ. Iv. , 10, 
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neglected; what can the Publick expect from 
ſuch a ſubject, but a diſturbance of it's tranquillity, 
as the deſire of power, or . riches, or honours, 
perhaps as raſhneſs only or reſentment gives 
motion to theſe unruly paſſions ? His flrength is 
the law of his juſtice : and his advantages in life 
render him more artful in contriving, and more 
ſucceſsful in accompliſhing the moſt miſchievous 
deſigns againſt his Country. — The unhappy 
influences of this love of diſorder imperceptibly 
diffuſe themſelves through the bulk of the people. 
Falſe emulation and ſplendid examples authorize 
the corruption, and ſpread the infection: pervert- 
ed notions. of Liberty inſinuate themſelves thro' 
parties, ſtudying the pleaſures and reſentments of 
the many, propagate a leſſon of irrational uncon- 
ſtitutional independence, which the united efforts 
of the wiſe and good of all parties can hardly ever 
make them unlearn. The power and prevalence 
of this evil is felt by the community, and by every 
individual in it: hence affection, obedience, inge- 
nuity and ſincerity in private life are 3 

weakened and diminiſhed : in active life, the wt. 
intereſted zeal for true Liberty and pure Religion 
is deſpiſed or deprayed ; the virtuous concern for 
the National Welfare is openly ridiculed, or treat- 
ed as the effect of art, or cunning, or affectaticn: 
the laws are avowedly contemned, or ſilently 
evaded; not only with impunity, but applauſe: 
and in conſequence of this licentiouſneſs; violence 
and ſiriſe are heard daily in the city: miſchief dlſo 
and ſorrow are in the midi of it: deceit and gule 
| . depart 
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* not from her ſtreets. Every little diſap- | 
pointment, every imaginary 3 every wan- 
ton deſire of change puts the whole in a ferment, 
and threatens the publick peace: every one car ves 
out his on method of redreſs, and proſecutes his 

dieſigns by the dictates of his own will. the fre- 
quency of bad example more powerful than _— 
beſt laws, the backwardneſs a uſing neceſſary 
reſtraints, the ineffectual execution of law, and 
the alluring temptation of independence; ſpread 
an univerkel diſregard to Order ; -and the Hunter 
becomes a general ſcene of confuſion. | BY 


= every nation, and in every government, where 
a Senſe of Order is wanting, theſe effects will na- 
turally follow. May the Lord give us underſtanding, 2 Tim. ii. 7. 
zo know the things which belong unto our peace, by Lake air. 42. 
guarding againſt every motion of ſo contagious. an 
evil! — To prevent this evil, and to preſerye 
Strength and Authority in a nation, we muſt, call 
in the aid of Religions. which is the only firm 
and laſting foundation, upon which the tran- 
uillity and ſecurity of a People e can be ftabliſhed, 
frenghned, fetched. 379 „aagig⸗ N 2 Ne 
G4 15 5H; 1 91 
The blick Skin depends upon, maintaining 
the He pub of : thoſe. 0! are appointed ta 
govern, and the Strength thoſe who conſtitute 
the body of the people. The ſtrength of an 
undiſciplined nation: will loſe itfelf in confuſion, 


and the authority over a weak one is a yain 
Wa two muſt, g together to eh he the 


A. 


vice is a reproach, even to the policy of any 
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Peace of any country; and the only firm baßs 
and ſupport of theſe is Religion. — The 1 
ces of a general ſenſe of Religion, are 

all the _ means of national Strength. Reli- 
gion obliges us to practiſe thoſe virtues, from 
whience proceed health 'of body and ſoundneſs of 
mind: Religion inculcates veracity and juſtice: 
and cheſt tend naturally to produce unanimity: — | 
mutual confidence, plain dealing, ſimpliciey of 
manners, fair eradirip | and ſolid credit: I is Re- 
ligion only, that can inſpire us with a true ſenſe of 
_ and honour, with coolneſs, firmneſs and 
real courage; and the genuine effects of its prin- 
eiples are ſteadineſs in counſel and action, en- 
n ſentiments, a juſt view of this world and 
- of the next, un earneſt deſire to preſerve the 
: ſho of our Country, and an undaunted reſolu- 
tion to defend them. Theſe are the firmeſt 
finews of inward Strength and taſting Power, and 
are coriſequently, the ſureſt /preſetvatives of Peace. 
Abe influence and progreſs of theſe, as well as 
of the contrary” principles in a nation are certain, 
though flow and imperceptible: and therefore 


ſtate: for a diſeaſe is not leſs mortal, becauſe it 
requires time to certupt the whole naſe of the 
body. It is poflible;” a tation without virtue 
may ſeem to be in peace, affluence wack — 

whilſt the latent ſeeds of vice are continually 
cunkering its vitals: but this is a futal deceit: for 
vice knows no bounds; and, if not checked in 
its firſt inſtankes, will Frocbed 146! a- degfee of 


de- 
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depravity, the deſtructie conſequences of which,” 
human wiſdom e nor un 1 


F oornggted i 1 
x " 
1 S 


4 3 Mor; 5 ) as 
| 17 1 1 r ee . 
forcements of Authority; whersg, —— 


ſufficient ones, but in a ſenſe of Religion, whi 
can only reſtrain thoſe paſfions, : from; whence: 


15 


cometh confuſing and every evil: mori? The ehen us. | 


perience of all nations teaches; us, that 
the unaſſiſted dictates of rehſon, nor. the. pure: 
ſenſe of honour; neither the more aftivorpringipla 
of publiek/ ſpirit, nor even the puniſhments 00 
the civil magiſtrate, are effectual checks u 
men's appetites and. luſts; if we leave aut Acne 
ſcheme of policy; the belief of a God and a 
Providence; or ceaſe to: cultivate thoſe affections | 
of the mind, which that belicf''tends/:naturally* 
to produce. The fear' of God muſt be always 
conſidered as the ſtrongeſt cement in govarn 
ment; as it forms and fixes every virtue: in ithe 
_ ves life and motion to every 


in the mind, directs the Hopes and; 


Sins of men to their proper object, and ſupplies 
the unavoidable defects of human laws. In the. 
common courſe of affairs, Religion, only Can 
eſtabliſh an actuab regard: to Qrger :1and in the: 
times of trial; whence” ſhall a Free: Conſtitution of: 
Government hope for defence, but from the 
firmneſs 1 the mind, and the integrity oh the. 
heart? 10 1100 7 4 7d vi; to Dt wo 1 
Atl 334 blow | il) Yo % 5 : : 

Py concerns us to lock forward Kerr ig 


ſequences 


4 a 
=, _ 9 — — — — een os — 
— pong — 4 2 - — ͤ ͤ— AY nag * ae 
— — 7 — - 22 - — 7 one: os 4 Oe, 3 
* 


. 
TOTO _— 1 2. —— — 
— 5 1 


—— — — — — — — - 


x6: 


Job ri. 
4 l, 


couraged this depraity and ire 
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ſequences of diſſolũte opinions) whenever 
ail. Conſider the hearts of men: * 
aa N their principles, can you revive 
lain ſenſe of right, which belongs to a 
nſcience d ee have weakened the 
| dnchos of [Religi gion; an” an have en- 
eſſneſs of ſenti- 
ments; can you ſtop the ertraragaffe) of their 


minds, and ſay to The headſtrong, hitherto ſbal. 


thou i come he her; and here re fall thy proud 
waves be flayed'? K, one, Who has ſet at 
nought the authority af God, really regard the 
authority of man * ch than within the eye of 
the law? And are we not ſenſible; that the be- 
ginnings of many eivil diſonders are out of the 
reach of law; and the prbgreſs of them becomes 
i degrees : -uncontroulable- by the power of it? 
uman laws will indeed maintain the outward 
barriers of government ; but they will not do the 


whole: It is in the minds of men * Order muſt 


be eſtabliſhed, to continue n laſting and ſure 
footing: and Authority can never ſupport itſelf long, 
without a reverence. to magiſtracy, founded on 
a The minds of men will be influenced 
ſome motive or other: the ſources therefore 
of their thoughts and actions ſhould; be kept pure, 
and their principles ſettled: + otherwiſe, to the 
many, the chige will be very eaſy for any ſyſtem. 


of government; or any profeſſion of faith. There 


N t hold upon the conduct of thoſe, 


who are influenced only by paſſion, or intereſt, or 


convenience: the 1 of this world cannot fix 


our principles, though it may govern them: 
1 when 
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hen we have no ſteadier guide for our actions, 
the moſt valuable intereſts of the ſtate will give 
way to tranſient ſelfiſh views; and the publick 
peace and welfare will be ſacrificed to the violence 
of à corrupt deluded * multitude; or the cooler 
purſui its of pride,” avarice and ambition. 


If the umme and ſtability of Peace in this 
Country, depends ſo immediately upon the vir- 
tuous principles of the people: how can we ce; 

without compaſſion and reſentment, the induſtry 
of thoſe, who make it their buſineſs and their 
pleaſure to corrupt the morals of the bulk of the 
nation? To inculcate, to promote, to perpetuate vice 
amongſt thoſe, who by their ſtation in life are too 
eaſy a prey to ſuch infamous arts? Can we be in- 
attentive to its progreſs, or „ of its conſe- 


quences? Do not we ſee the effects of it daily before 


our eyes? Do not we feel the effects of it daily in 
every part of life? Human frailty, error, and even 
vice itſelf oftentimes may deſerve our pity : but vice 
avowed, determined and induſtriouſly propagated, by 
example, by inſtruction, by every art of corruption, 
has no claim to a candid interpretation, and is the 
Juſt object of our warmeſt indignation and abhor- 
rence. Is there a more pernicious enemy to man- 
kind, a more dangerous peſt to ſociety, than one, 
who employs his talents in circulating prophaneneſs 
and immorality ? Frailties may have bad effects, 


paſſions may hurry men into evil ways; theſe” 


may be often overlooked, and the conſequences 
of them may ſoon diſappear : but, a willy deſire 
and an eager zeal to corrupt the ignorant and 
ſeduce the weak, ſurely deſerves the utmoſt atten- 
C tion 


#A 


17 


Joh. viii. 34. 


be referred to any conſiderate man's choice: but 
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tion of a nation, which, through the encouraged 
diſſoluteneſs of the multitude, can hardly ſecure 
its own ſafety, « 10) 4 x ks Of. VaW 


2; What then will be the end of theſe X thipgs } 


Diſorder and Irreligion cannot be ſtopt at a ſtated 
point: they will proceed to a criſis. If there is 
no remedy applied, where can theſe eyils end, 
but in the entire ruin of our Happy Conſtitution 
in Church and State? — Liberty of mind and 
boty is the moſt deſirable: bleſſing, that man can 
enjoy: but what influence can Pure Religion hays 
on an impure heart? And what engagements can 
Free Government have to, him, who hath not yet 


delivered himſelf from the bondage of his vices? | 


In vain do we talk of the loye of freedom in our 
civil capacity, who have no marks of it in our 
moral character: Whoſoever committeth fin, is the 
Servant of fin,—Whenever- a ſpirit of diſorder 
and irreligion goes through the land, it muſt turn 
all Civil and Religious Liberty into the ſuxeſt 
bane of it, an uncontroulable licentiouſneſs: 
which has undermined every free State, that hath 
ever yet been enſlaved; and which. amongſt us 


will naturally produce Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 


Tyranny: for a miſtaken purſuit of Liberty, 
without a ſenſe of Order and Religion, gradually 
leads to anarchy, and ends in Tyranny: and an 
indifference to pure Religion imperceptibly makes 
way for that great Superſtition, which this nation 
has every day more and more reaſon to fear. 
Pure Religion and Free Government have thoſe 
real advantages on their ſide, that they may ſafely 


they 
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they muſt be the object of our attention, our love 
and our zeal, before we can have any real deſire 
to cultivate them, any ſteady reſolution to main- 
tain them: and by how much true Liberty and 
uncorrupted Chriſtianity have beett more wiſely 
and more firmly eſtabliſhed in this, than in other 
countries; by ſo much the more heavy will our 
juſt condemnation be, if we through Diſorder and 
Irreligion renounce or abandon theſe bleflings, 
which were purchaſed! by our anceſtors with ſo 


much toil, hazard and glory. 


It behoves every one therefore, in their ſeveral 
ſtations, to reſiſt a ſpirit, which cuts the ſinews 
of all authority, diſſipates the ſtrength of the 
people, Iooſeiis the bands of peace, and ſtrikes at 
the very root of our Conſtitution. If, by the 


juſtice of Providence, theſe fatal conſequences ate 


inevitable ; if they correſpond exactly with the 
courſe of things, and afe confirmed by the hiſtory 
of nations: theſe alarming}. conſiderations. ſhould, 
ſurely, prompt us to enquire how” they may 
affect us; for we can hardly think to 2 
ourſelves from fo general a rule: and when we 


7 @ ͤ„ 4 


are offering up our publick and ſolemn ac- 


our borders; we ſhould lay it home to our own 
boſoms, whether we have any reaſonable Hopes 
of acceptance with a juſt God, whilſt we are 
ſapping the foundations of this very peace by 
Diſorder and Irreligion. In vain do wWe think'to 
preſerve the Peace of 15 Country; — 

2 vo 


109 


20 


Jer. vi. 14. 


IC, Ivii. 21. 


there is no peace. 


| behoves every mah to pay 
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have theſe ſeeds of war lurking within our own 
breaſts. Every expedient for the publick good 
loſes its force and effect, when the body o the 
people is corrupt : hence the 29 and the Flory 
of the nation moulders away by degrees; and the 
Conſtitution, which mi t. be ſtrengthened and 
improved under the in uence of virtue, is conti- 
nually depraved and weakened by the evalence 
of vjce. ; They have healed the hurt of the daughter 
of. my: 1 fSiighth, 2 g, Peace, peace, 1 00 

75 no peace, Sayeth” my 
an, for the wicked. * 


Let us therefore fry to improve the preſent 
conjunRure to our laſting advantage, by Zuard- 

againſt the inſinuating temptations of indo- 
lence and luxury: we are now freed from the 


alarms and diſtreſſes of War; let us with pru- 


dence, diligence and unanimity, cultivate the 


true arts of Peace; by checking every appearance 
of that ſpirit of licentiouſneſs, which 1s able to 
prevail not only over all the tyes of duty and ho- 
nour, but even over every motive of intereſt, and 
caſe, and ſafety: by eſtabliſhing thoſe virtues, 
which purify and ſtrengthen the minds of men, 
and whilſt they warm us with every thought and, 
every hope which is great and noble inſtil eve 

ſober principle that can promote publick order and 
happineſs. As we enjoy the co valuable Rights 
and Priviledges under the mildeſt Corte it 
his allegiance to. the 
faithful Guardian of theſe Rights and Priviledges, 
with ly and N ulnels ; to 1 the 

ands 
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hands of Authority, and maintain the Conſtitution 
in it's full purity and vigour. , Let the quiet diſ- 
charge of every duty, and the, ſteady practice of 
every virtue, recommend and ſupport that pute 
Reformed Religion, which the wiſdom of our 
anceſtors hath ſo cloſely incorporated with the 
Civil frame of our Conſtitution, that there is no 
probable ground to imagine, that the one can be 


ſaved out of the ruins of the other. Let the pu- 


rity of our lives juſtify our love of true Liberty, - 
and the ſenſe of Religion guard our minds from 
abuſing it. Let a conſtant regard to Order poſleſs 
our ſouls, and direct every inſtance of our con- 


duct: thus will perſonal integrity prove itſelf to 


be the natural and ſolid foundation of national 
Peace.—Perſonal integrity becomes more pecu- 
liarly a publick bleſſing, when it is placed in an 
eminent ſituation. ' The amiable light, in which 
dignity appears, when it is adorned with virtue, 
raiſes the attention, and engages the imitation of 
all around it. The force of example forms other 


characters upon the ſame model: a regular ob- 


ſervance of pu blick diſcipline, a juſt zeal for pure 
Religion and Free Government prevails more and 
more: the fro ward are reproved, the ſeditious 
awed, the well -diſpoſed encouraged, and the in- 
conſtant fixt: a ſenſe of righteouſneſs, judgment 
and equity com municates itſelf toall degrees of per- 
ſons; and, in conſequence of this univerſal regard 
to virtue, the whole community flouriſhes in 


4 


full ſecurity, pr oſperity and glory. 
1 . e e- 


1 
2 


> 
- 


- "To deſeribe the condition of a people in 


Peace, living under a Senſe of Order and Religion, 


would be to paint the moſt happy ſtate of a na- 


tion, which can be imagined. The warmeſt 


heart cannot entertain ſuch ſanguine hopes for 


the good of his Country: but yet there is no reaſon, 


why we ſhould not erideavour to take every ſtep 
towards arriving at ſuch excellence ; though per- 
fection belongs not unto any ſociety of men, — 
Where- a Senſe of Order and Religion prevails ; 


their influence diffuſes beauty and regularity over 


Pf. cxxii. 3. 


28am. xxiil. 3. Tuleih in the fear of God, with ſecurity to 


1 Kin. iv. 25. 


Amos v. 34, 


the face of the country, and the whole ſociety 7s 
at unity in itſelf. He that ruleth over the people, 

imſelf 
and happineſs to his people: the magiſtrate de- 
crees juſtice under the conſcientious awe of an all- 
ſeeing Judge: and the ſubject dwells /afely, every 
man under his vine und under his fig-tree, eating the 


bread of peace with comfort and freedom. Good 


laws, duly executed, ſecure right and property to 
every individual; and religion prevents thoſe abuſes, 
which human inſtitutions cannot reach: zudgment - 
runneth down as waters, and righteouſneſs like a 
mighty fiream. A modeſt. deference to ſuperior 
wiſdom and virtue, a willing ſubmiſſion to ma- 
giſtracy, a ſenſe of due ſubordination, a reverence 
to law, a love of order and good'government ſhew 
themſelves in the general decency and 8 of 
the pe vice and prophaneneſs hide their face; 
all diffidence and ſuſpicion, all fraud and treachery 
are baniſhed : and in their ſtead, piety and virtue, 
good-manners, good-nature, and open - gr og 
; | ear- 
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chearfulneſs; candour, meekneſs, . moderation and 
charity are ſeen amongſt all ranks and conditions of 


men. In ſuch a State, mercy. and truth are met toge= Pf. lxxxv, 10. 


ther, righteoufnaſs and peace bave kiſſed each other. A 
ſpirit of emulation and ã ement in knowledge; 
a ſpirit of induſtry and ity, a ſpirit of true 

liberty and unfeigned loyalty appear in all parts: 


virtuous education and ſound learning \ are en- 


couraged; arts and ſciences protected; trade 
flouriſhes, manufactures are advanced, plenty and 
opulency diffuſed. Every branch of the Conſti- 
tution exerciſes its due power, conſpiring to the 
good of the whole with unanimity, activity and 
vigilance: The nation, well regulated at home, 
and reſpected abroad, enjoys inward health 
and quiet; and ſtands ſo confirmed in ſtrength, 
that it reſts ſecure from outward dangers or alarms. 
Law finds the minds of men prepared by principle 
to receive its dictates, and therefore operates with 
its full force on all thein actions Religion, free 
from blind ſuperſtition and extravagant enthuſiaſm, 
maintains its purity and- power by the conſtant 
habit of piety, and the uniform exerciſe of virtue : 
and Liberty ſhines forth in its true beauty, not 
deformed by licentiouſneſs, but conſiſtent with 
that integrity of mind, which can ny enable 
men to receive, enjoy and preſerve its bleſſings. 
Free Government, thus uncorrupted, ſtands un- 
moved on its true baſis, the ſoundneſs of the under- 
ſtanding and the uprightneſs of the heart; and 
ſheds its virtuous and happy influence upon every 
mind: whilſt pure Religion, every where culti- 
vated, 
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vated, and every ne ſpreads: comf 
| and harmony, and joy throu the ld. H- 
P ̃ is that people hat s 7s in ſuch à caſe; yea, ns 
fy is that people, whoſe God it the Lord. Have: 
we a ſincere deſire, that-this Country: ſhould be 
1 thus happy? Let every man in his own ſtation 
vi. 8. do juſtly, and love mercy, and walk humbly with his 
Numb. vi. 24, God. Then will the Lord bleſs us and keep us : the: 
25, 26. Tord will make bis face to ſhine us, and be 
gracious unta us: The Lord will lift up his coun+ 
tanunce upon 1, and; give 2s Peace. now and for 


evermore, Annen. Wi 
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